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Deacon Sunday: May 2nd 
 
   Several years ago, Bishop Brian Dunn named the  
5th Sunday of Easter as the Sunday when we would 
recognize the ministry and vocation of the deacon. This 
offered a wonderful opportunity for a pastor and parish to 
acknowledge the vocation of their deacon and his ministry to 
them. Parishioners, pastors and deacons themselves have 
remarked how meaningful, affirming and encouraging such a 
Recognition was to them. We encourage all parishes with 
deacons to continue this new tradition in our diocese. Some 
parishes even had a little reception afterwards. 
   The Liturgy of the Word for this 5th Sunday of Easter 
manifests how the diaconate is rooted in the identity and 
mission of Jesus: the Gospel is about the True Vine and we 
are the branches; First and second readings are about 
discipleship building up the church in “deed and truth.” 
   The Liturgy for this Recognition will be sent to the deacons  
and their pastors. It can be found in “Celebrations of 
Installation and Recognition”  produced by the CCCB,  
pp 56-64. 
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Youth Restorative Justice 
 
By Deacon David Lewis 
 
Over the past 7 years as a lay person and ordained Deacon 
I have had the opportunity to participate in Restorative 
Justice for Youth as a volunteer representing the Community. 
Restorative Justice for Youth deals with male and female 
offenders under the age of 18 years who have been charged 
with a criminal offence. Through face-to-face meetings, 
offenders are given the opportunity to be held directly 
accountable to their victims and so can learn about the 
impact of their actions and take responsibility for making 
amends. There is also a Restorative Justice for adults, which 
I participate in now and then.  
     Restorative justice is based on an understanding that 
crime is a violation of people and relationships. The principles 
of restorative justice are based on respect, compassion and 
inclusively. Restorative justice encourages meaningful 
engagement and accountability and provides an opportunity 
for healing, reparation and reintegration. Restorative justice 
processes take various forms and may take place at all 
stages of the criminal justice system, to foster a safer and 
healthier community by providing community-based 
proactive and restorative justice services which respond to 
the needs of the victim, offender, family and the community. 
     Restorative justice takes on a positive, forward-looking 
approach to crime. It focuses on repair instead of 
punishment, on healing the wounds instead of inflicting them. 
In my ministry as Community Representative I bring the 
concerns and fears of the community to the offenders and 
victims and offer ways to help them connect with community 
and the victim that they have offended.  
“Justice” in the Bible is restorative through and through.  God 
in the Scriptures is “just” especially in that God seeks to bring 
about healing in relationships, transform alienation into 
community, restore offenders into God’s family, and bless all 
the families of the earth. 
    In a very challenging world for young people today we 
must reach out them in their times of trouble, show our love 
and compassion for them and help them and show them our 
mercy. Restorative Justice is very much a healing time for the 
offender, the victim and the community.   
There is such a great feeling of humble service to help the 
youth and also to help the victims reconcile with one another 
and for them to build a relationship of respect, trust and joy 
as they work through their differences and help each other  
 

 

  
ONGOING FORMATION 2021 
 

April 24, 10 am 
• Mass for Shut-Ins recorded at Our Lady of 

Fatima, Sydney River, to be aired May 2 
• Noon-3 pm 

Service Ministry Workshop with Sr. Jovita 
 
May 2 
Deacon Recognition Sunday 
at all masses in parishes with deacons 
 
May 15 
Deacon Study Day with Bishop Kirkpatrick 
St. Joseph, Port Hawkesbury 
Lector Installation for Michael McCarvill 
 
May 29 
Spouses Day of Recollection 
St. Augustine Monastery, with Facilitator Joan Bona 
 
July 9 
CB Summer Gathering at Tom and Bonches’ 
 
July 23 
Mainland Summer Gathering at Fernand and Joan’s 
 
August 27 
Diaconate Gathering 
Diaconate Office hosting at Lorne and Cheryl’s 
 
September 10 
Gathering with Pastors, Deacons/Spouses 
Port Hawkesbury 
 
September 17 
Anniversary Mass/Celebration 
St. Ninian Cathedral with social afterwards 
Acolyte Installation for Michael McCarvill 
	
October 22-24 
Deacons/Spouses Retreat 
Our Lady of Hope, PEI; Facilitator Fr. Keith Kennific	
	
 
 
grow. This shows the youth that someone cares from 
them and loves them and for parents to witness the 
youths’ change of heart and show their care for the 
people in their community and the value of their 
community.   
 
   "It takes a village to raise a child" is an 
African proverb that means that an entire community of 
people must interact with children for those children to 
experience and grow in a safe and healthy environment. 
We all must be part of that village! 
Deacon	Art	Riley	
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My Journey  
Toward the Diaconate 
 
By Michael McCarvill  

Recalling an episode of 
the Beverley Hillbillies, I 
find myself in the same 
situation as Jethro 
Bodine – highest in the 
class….. not because of 
my height but simply 
because I am the only 
one in the class. Despite 
the absence of fellow classmates to 'bounce things 
off', my journey has nonetheless been far from solo 
and I am happy to announce that my formation has 
been very rewarding on every level.       I've been 
surrounded by a great mentoring team assembled by 
Father Bedford who has also selected for me my 
scripture courses which I’ve been taking online from 
Newman College in Edmonton. These courses have 
been wonderfully foundational for me and I believe 
that my personal spirituality (awareness of God, self 
and others) has truly been enhanced. I’m hoping Fr. 
Bedford is delighted with all of this!!!  I've also enjoyed 
and benefited tremendously from both the mentoring 
and practical instruction that I’ve received through  
deacons Lorne MacNeil and Berkley Guthro and 
through Fr. Bedford,  Fr. Colin MacKinnon,  Fr. Paul 
McGillvray,  Fr. Dan Doucet, and Fr. Jim Oliver. I 
hasten to acknowledge the great support in my studies 
and the generous friendship I've received from the 
newest deacons and their wives, friendships begun in 
2016 as we studied together at the Renewal Centre in 
Mabou.  
    One of the more significant challenges lately has 
been the disruption to my formation caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In particular, my pastoral 
ministry training under the direction of Fr. Colin 
MacKinnon had to be effectively shelved because 
hospital and institutional visitations were restricted. 
Instead we’ve been exploring the multiple and varied 
manifestations of grief expression following death in 
the family either as a result of old age, terminal illness, 
tragic accident or suicide. On a more personal level, 
we also discussed the similarities of that same grief 
response in the wake of the breakdown of marriage or 
other long-term relationships. 
    How often it's been said that the longest and 
hardest trek in our personal journeys of faith is the 
distance between our head and our heart. As I grow 
older....or should I say ‘more mature’….  through 
study, dialogue, engagement in ministry and through 
my own unique life experience, I submit, that in my 
heart of hearts I feel that I am growing closer to God. 
And in a spirit of praise, thanksgiving and community 
I feel that I am becoming more personally immersed 
in the Sacred Mysteries of the church. 
	
	 	 	

Being a Deacon’s Wife in COVID 
By Joan Boivin 

When COVID-19 arrived, life as I knew it, seemed like a 
dream. And it was scary. I worried about our son in a group 
home and how COVID would affect him and us because 
we were not part of his “bubble.” This made our visits very 
difficult for me. How would they take place? But, the Group 
Home worked well with parents and we got to do what was 
possible while still following the protocols. So, I began to 
bake and enjoyed it because I could bring some goodies to 
the Group Home where I would get to see Robert. This 
made us all very happy.  
   Our parish livestreamed Sunday Eucharist so we 
attended as much as we could. I was asked to be the 
reader and the cantor for the Gospel Acclamation. Although 
I was really nervous to take on this new ministry, I said yes 
and it turned out great. I discovered that Mass is so much 
more meaningful to me due to our Formation Program. 
Holy Eucharist gives me the spiritual food I need to keep 
going in hope. 
   Fernand and I celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary 
on Feb. 6. Our pastor, Fr. Peter invited us to renew our 
marriage vows which was live streamed. It was a wonderful 
experience to share with our Faith Community,  
   Even in the midst of Covid, I still reached out to as many 
people as I could so that those who felt alone would have 
someone to talk with. People who know me realize that I 
really enjoy doing those things. We also faced timed with 
Robert, family and friends. 
    With life slowed down a bit, I was able to reflect upon the 
Scripture Readings for Sunday Mass. Reading them 
beforehand helped me to understand the message God 
wanted me to hear.  Our prayer and our faith keeps us 
going through this pandemic.  
   I am consoled by a saying from Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta: “pain and suffering have come into your life, but 
remember that pain, sorrow and suffering are but the Kiss 
of Jesus- a sign that you have come so close to Him that 
he can kiss you. “ 
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Tidbits and Happenings 
 
 
Had good meeting with Bishop Kirkpatrick in Nov. and 
realized how much respect and support he has for deacons. 
He looks forward to being with us throughout the year 
……………Sympathies to Tom Sylliboy on death of his 
nephew Jack Morley Sylliboy, 29, Nov.22/20. Always nice to 
see Tom as he visits us at the Pastoral Center…............John 
Scott moved to RK MacDonald Guest Home Antigonish. We 
wish him well..……….”Farewell” to Greg Murphy was 
celebrated the same time as farewell for Fr. Oliver at Holy 
Family, Sydney Mines.  Greg retired by requesting Bishop 
Wayne who accepted his request. Be sure to copy me on 
such occasions..…..…….Bishop Wayne appointed Berkley 
as assistant MC of Diocese. Congratulations and thanks for 
the help. ……. “Deacons Digest” in December had great 
articles like “The Lone Deacon: Towards a Less Effective 
Ministry” (could be applied to me as a priest too!); Advice for 
Newly Ordained Deacons; Diaconal Evangelism; Joe 
Michalek’s “Remain in the Battle”, Diakonia For the Domestic 
Field Hospital…………Perhaps we should start a column 
with advice from all the deacons for newly 
ordained………….Please be sure to inform me as 
situations change in your life like retirement, change of 
address, sickness in your family, etc.,……..So good to see 
deacons at diocesan celebrations; eg. Fr. Hughie D’s funeral. 
Had lunch with two deacons afterwards. Nice………..Berkley 
and I held daylong meeting to plan 10th anniversary 
celebrations which have been sent out to you and are in 
this Newsletter… Be sure to book out of parish 
responsibility on those occasions ..…… Sympathies to 
Art on the death of his grandchild Natasha in Jan. Art has 
had quite a few deaths in his extended family including his 
son-in-law Kevin, husband to Sahara Riley 
………………Excellent article in Jan-Feb. edition of Pastoral 
Liturgy regarding sacramentals and blessings in which 
deacons should be very interested. “Pastoral Liturgy” is a 
worthwhile magazine to invest for the parish and the 
deacon/pastor’s liturgical formation. Let’s not presume we 
know it all…….…..“Encountering Christ the Servant: a 
Spirituality of the Diaconate” is available in deacons’ library 
at the Pastoral Center. Written by Deacon Dominic Cerrato 
whom we met in New Orleans………….Congratulations to 
Fernand and Joan who celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary Feb. 6. I visited them to take the picture with 
Fernand for the brochure and we all had supper together at 
Sharon’s Restaurant in Pictou. Delightful visit. Joan starting 
her career as a cantor……….……Article in NCR Feb. re 
female deacons……..…………….	 Presentations on St 
Paul by Dr. Margaret MacDonald well received and 
thoroughly enjoyed.  Ongoing formation sessions are 
extremely important to remain “alive” in the Order of 
Deacons……..Henry and John Scott cooperating on Word 
Services at RK MacDonald Guest Home in 
Antigonish…………Deacon Candidate Michael 
progressing well. Doing Homiletics now with Fr. Jim Oliver. 
We will be examining him soon for the rubrics of the various 
sacraments……….Roy reports he is feeling fine and trying 
to get accustomed to retirement…….. 

 Feb.5-18 edition of NCR had article by Phyllis Zagano: 
“Diaconal  ministries link women religious to restoration 
of women deacons.”…………… Congrats to Michael 
Doyle who has registered with “Next Level Catholic 
Academy to study the psalms. Isn’t it a good idea to find 
ways for individual deacons to share such formation with 
others?.....................Great book on Prayer by James 
Martin, SJ: “Learning to Pray: A Guide for Everyone.” 
Can order it at Emmaus. Highly 
recommended………………Recent editions of “The 
Deacon” and “Pastoral Liturgy”  have excellent 
articles for deacons. If interested in subscribing give me 
a call for address. If you aren’t reading these magazines, 
which ones are you reading?.....................Cheryl’s 
surgery went well and is recuperating. Prayers 
accompany you………… Sincere Sympathies to 
Cheryl and family on the death of Bryan who was a 
candidate with us. Bryan was a good man and brought 
joy into our lives. ………….Chrism Mass sure was 
different this year but still significant in the life of the 
diocese. So good to see most of our deacons 
participate. If ever there was a time to be a visible 
member of the Order of Deacons, it’s at the Chrism 
Mass. Many thanks for your presence and participation 
………….Be sure to send me any “tidbits” of your 
own life, family and parish so we can enjoy your joys 
and hopes…………………………. Hoping to soon 
have all three ordination videos on Deacon web age 
as well as our two Newsletters.  Anyone got pictures of 
the recent class of deacons: a class photo as well as 
pictures of deacons in ministry? We could add those to 
our Deacon webpage..........................Congratulations  
to Lorne MacNeil appointed as Spiritual Care Worker 
at the Regional. David Lewis is applying for the same 
role at the Northside General………Congratulations  
to those deacons completing CPE this week: 
Fernand, David, Barry and Tom. We hope to hear from 
them about their experience. There is another bursary 
for CPE. If interested, contact me SOONER rather than 
later…….. Am looking forward to the experience of 
having deacons preaching at all masses in the 
diocese in May-June. Already there are schedules for 
Antigonish-Guysborough-Pictou and Inverness-
Richmond. A lot of good will come from your generosity 
in doing this project…………………………  Our next 
meeting is Mass for Shut-ins on Sat., April 24, 
10:30am at Our Lady of Fatima followed by lunch and a 
workshop with Sr. Jovita MacPherson……. God bless 
you and your loved ones in these 50 days of Easter.          
- Fr. B  
 

Thoughts for the Day 
 

“This too shall pass”                                                        
(St.	Teresa	of	Avila) 

	
“All will be well”                                                        
(St.	Julian	of	Norwich) 

	
	
	


