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Catechumenate—Creating
a People of the Garden

Jim Schellman, Executive Director

In July 2010 approximately 400 practitioners and scholars of
the Catechumenate from throughout the world gathered at the
Institut Catholique in Paris for the first International
Conference on the Catechumenate in 16 years. The last was
held in Lyons, France, in 1984. The organizing topic for this
gathering concerned the great principle of the General
Directory for Catechesis that the Catechumenate is the
inspiration or model for all catechesis. The conference consisted
of a handful of major presentations, reports on catechumenal
and related practices in various countries and dioceses, and
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Jim Schellman

dialogue sessions on a variety of topics related to present and
Sfuture practice. Jim Schellman was invited to give one of the

three brief concluding “interventions.” His remarks follow.

It is a great privilege to be part of this International Conference on the
Catechumenate. I am humbled to share this podium today with Michel Dujarier,
who through his writings was one of my earliest mentors in the vision and practice
of the Catechumenate. I owe a similar debt of gratitude to two others of blessed
memory long associated with the Institut Catholique: Pierre-Marie Gy, OP, and
Henri Bourgeois.

The Garden

Chers amis en Christ, we are the keepers and preachers of a memory. This is the
sacred memory of that first garden of our Scriptures, the beginning of our great story
in God. In this garden of original grace, we walked in easy, intimate communion
with our Creator, with one another, and with all that God made. Annually, we recall
this story and how we lost this grace of right relationship with all we hold dear—
how we thought we could do better than God. The legacy of this God-given free-
dom is all around us: the reality of torn and broken relationships, the constant out-
break of violence, our struggles with genuine intimacy, and a natural world that we
turn on and despoil, a world which also at times turns violence on us through

Continued on page 6
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Mark Your Calendars Now!!

Forum’s Next Webinar
February 15,2011

RCIA with Children & Implications for
All Sacramental Initiation with Children
Presented by Rita Burns Senseman

Further Information at www.naforum.org

Mystagogy and the New Texts for M

To assist with implementation of the revised edition of The Roman Missal,
Forum is now offering—
Institute on Mystagogy: Liturgical Catechesis in Initiation & Parish Life

Intended for all pastoral leaders, this institute:

* Deepens parish leaders’ understanding of the methodology of liturgical catechesis as
it flows through and from the Period of Mystagogy

* Forms participants in the practice of ongoing liturgical catechesis from Sunday
Eucharist for the whole parish community

¢ Models how to introduce the new Mass texts from the revised Roman Missal in th
context of liturgical catechesis, using some of the new texts

For further information please be in touch right away with: Jim Schellman
Executive Director
202-884-9762
jschellman@naforum.org




FALL 2010 3 FORUM NEWSLETTER

The North American Forum on the Catechumenate =
125 Michigan Ave,, NE ~ Washington, DC 20017-1004
(202) 884-9758  Fax (202) 884-9747 www.naforum.org info@naforum.org @

Mission The North American Forum on the Catechumenate (Forum) is an
international network of pastoral ministers, liturgists, catechists, and theologians
united to share the vision and practice of the Rize of Christian Initiation of Adulss.

Mission Statement The mission of The North American Forum on the Catechumenate is the full implementation in all parishes of the Rite
of Christian Initiation of Adults and its implications for reconciliation.

Theological Foundation The Mission of Forum is grounded in a 4 The processes of adult learning are normative.
theology based on the experience of Organizational Traits Forum’s operations, behaviors, attitudes,
4 God’s gracious initiative and actions exhibit these traits:
4 the paschal mystery of death and resurrection in 4 Excellence: The highest level of competence, creativity, and
Jesus Christ professionalism are strived for at all times.
4 the prophetic power of word and sacrament 4 Stewardship: Human, material, environmental, and
4 the shared life and wisdom of the people of God , financial resources are administered with responsibili-
graced and sinful ty and accountability.
4 listening to the voice of the poor and oppressed 4 Respect: The precepts that all life is sacred, that each
4 conversion to the freedom of disciples human being is unique, and that all deserve to be
4 working for justice and peace for the world treated with dignity are affirmed in speech and action.
Formational Principles To remain faithful to the vision of + Collaboration: Cooperation, consultation,
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, Forum adheres to communication, and networking are normative for
these principles: all Forum projects.
4 Initiation begins with evangelization leading 4 Inclusivity: Forum relies on the diversity of gifts
to conversion. among its members and proactively seeks a full range

4 Catechesis, community, liturgy, and mission of diversity in all areas of its ministry.
are formative. 4 Integrity: Honesty, justice, and ethical behavior are

4+ All cultural gifts are honored and celebrated. hallmarks of Forum’s work.

4 The methods of theological reflection are pastoral.

The FORUM Newsletter is published three times a year by The North American Forum on the Catechumenate and is available, free of
charge, to all interested persons or institutions. Please address all correspondence to the address listed above.

Permission is granted to all subscribers of the FORUM Newsletter to reprint any articles or news items in the newsletter (permission
not granted for graphics and copyrighted text). Include the following notation with the reprint:

"Reprinted from the FORUM Newsletter, (Date). No further reproduction permitted without permission. For more information con-
tact The North American Forum on the Catechumenate, 125 Michigan Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20017-1004- Send a copy of the
reprint to Forum for our records. Copyright © 2010, The North American Forum on the Catechumenate.

Founder
Rev. James B. Dunning (1937-1995)
Board of Directors Staff
Rev. William Burke St. Miriam Malone, SNJM Mr. James M. Schellman
Ottawa, Ontario Los Gatos, California Executive Director, ext. 4
Mr. Steve Janco Ms. Michelle Miller Ms. Aleli Belonia
Forest Park, Illinois Ottawa, Ontario Institute Manager, ext. 3
Ms. Linda Krehmeier. Rev. Richard Vega Business Support, ext. 2

Chicago, llinois

Albugquerque, New Mexico

St. Priscilla Lemire, R]M
Manchester, New Hampshire
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Join the Work of the Catholic
Coalition on Climate Change

By signing up at www.catholicsandclimatechange.org you will be kept up-to-date on how

you can put your faithful stewardship into action. You will receive regular
email and action alerts retlecting the U.S. Bishops’ public
policy priorities as well as news on efforts to care for
creation from the Vatican, the U.S. Bishops, state
Catholic conferences, dioceses, and parishes.

Links for further information:

www.catholicclimatecovenant.org
www.jubileeusa.org/climate

www.unfccc.int.

As Christian Initiation Continues to Grow, So Do Our Resources

The Spirit at Work
Conversion and the RCIA
Michael Marchal

After decades of ministry as an RCIA team member, Michael Marchal knows
the difficult pastoral issues that can arise during the process of Christian
initiation. This book focuses on the RCIA process for catechumens and
baptized candidates, but most significantly, the challenges that face RCIA
ministers as well as the entire parish. Weaving together the author’s sound
knowledge of the RCIA with his wealth of personal experiences
in Christian initiation ministry, this book will lead RCIA
ministers to the core of the initiation process and will
give them the wisdom and tools necessary to lead

CONVERSION =

AND all to a profound conversion to the Lord.

The most
complete
initiation series

, available!
Written by THE RCIA 017186 Paperback ......ccoimiisisiecssisnenss $14.95 More titles

experienced online.

RCIA leader
World Library Publications FO U m tQ I ﬂ

Michael
800-566-6150

Marchal.
www.wlpmusic.com OF LI F@ SERIES

FRSP10
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Now Available!

CD Recordings of Forum’s 2010 Webinars

Mystagogy: A Catholic Approach to Living the Christian Life
By Ronald Oakham, O.Carm.

Discernment: Listening to God in Initiation & Parish Ministry

By Donna Steffen, SC
Name: Email:
Day phone:
Parish/Organization:
Address:
City: State/Prov: Postal Code:

CD Selection (prices are in $ U.S. and include postage and handling)
__ Mystagogy, Ron Oakham—$27 ($30 outside U.S.)
__ Discernment, Donna Steffen—$27 ($30 outside U.S.)
OR
__ Both CDs—$46 ($52 outside U.S.)

Method of Payment

By check:

Please make check or money order payable to The North American Forum on the Catechumenate
By credit card:

I authorize NA Forum to charge my (] VISA [JM/C L[] Discover For the amount of $ us)

Card #: Expiration date:
Validation 3-4 digit (back of card):

Name on card (print):

Signature:

Cardholder phone:

Submitting Order

_"_-— Please mail (or FAX at 202-884-9747) this completed form with payment to:
The North American Forum on the Catechumenate

PO. Box 79459

Baltimore, MD 21279-0459

USA
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Continued from page 1

tsunamis, hurricanes, earthquakes,
and more, ripping us from this life
and those who love us.

This legacy is not of God. It is
inimical to God’s plan, a plan for
the end of all destructiveness and
tears, the restoration of that garden
of intimate, harmonious relation-
ships. We get the story wrong every
day of our lives, and when honest
we know this. Deep in every

“Deep in every human heart is a longing for something better than
the world we have helped to make, for that garden place for which
we were created. We hunger like this because we are made in the
image and [tkeness of a God who first longed for us, dreamed us
into existence, and will not rest until God’s infinite compassion
saves us from our self-inflicted exile.”

“In other words, not only do the catechumens need the community
to accompany them, but the community needs the catechumens in

human heart is a longing for some-
thing better than the world we
have helped to make, for that gar-
den place for which we were creat-
ed. We hunger like this because we
are made in the image and likeness
of a God who first longed for us,
dreamed us into existence, and will
not rest until God’s infinite compassion saves us from
our self-inflicted exile.

A People of the Garden

God’s compassion is Christ. In our Lord’s own flesh and
blood, dead and risen, God has entered the deepest frac-
tures of this beloved, broken place. In this new Adam
God is bringing to birth that new garden in our very
time and place. The Body of Christ, the living commu-
nity of faith, is the midwife of this great and sometimes
painful labour of love.

This is God’s great work, the work of evangelization. It is
an en-gospelizing of all relationships and all creation
with God’s great story redeemed in Christ. Our way of
evangelization was forged by our ancestors in faith in the
process of the Catechumenate. The Catechumenate was
their labour of learning how to make a people of the
Garden in the midst of the religiously complex societies
they inhabited. The whole story awaits the success of this
continuing giving birth in our time and place: “With
longing and groaning, all creation eagerly awaits the
revelation of the children of God” (Romans 8: 19-20).

order continually to feel the bracing, authentic call to ongoing
conversion of life and discipleship. Post-baptismal catechesis is
thus inspired to aim always for conversion of heart and life, for
life in community that fosters living discipleship in_Jesus Christ.”

A People on the Way: Before and after Initiation
For nearly 40 years now, the Ordo Initiationis Christianae
Adultorum has invited us in both its vision and practice
to experience ourselves once again as a converting peo-
ple. Through trial and error our beloved ancestors in
faith discovered that this required an ongoing relation-
ship between two types of community members: those
undergoing initial conversion to Jesus Christ and those
who, having undergone that initial conversion and been
initiated into Christ, are now busy learning the tricky
and lifelong talent of “walking wet,” as Martin Luther so
well expressed it.

We are still only beginning to learn how much those
undergoing initial conversion and those on the path of
post-initiatory lifelong conversion need one another.
This is more than hinted at in the insight of the General
Directory for Catechesis that the baptismal catechumenate
is the inspiration or model for all catechesis. In other
words, not only do the catechumens need the communi-
ty to accompany them, but the community needs the
catechumens in order continually to feel the bracing,
authentic call to ongoing conversion of life and disciple-
ship. Post-baptismal catechesis is thus inspired to aim

Continued on page 8
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A FIELD GUIDE FOR_
THE RCIA PROCESS

Essential resources for

The Heart of Faith

A Field Guide for Catechumens
and Candidates

NICK WAGNER

Here Nick Wagner deftly guides
catechumens and candidates
through the entire process of
preparing for baptism, the Rite
of Election, the Scrutinies,
keeping Lent, celebrating

the Triduum, baptism at

the Easter Vigil, and life in the
church after baptism. This is a
wonderful companion for parish
catechumens and candidates,
one they will treasure long
after they become Catholics.

Mick Wagner
& 120 pp | $12.95 | order 958177

ALSO BY NICK WAGNER

The Way of Faith
A Field Guide for the RCIA Process

This is the must-have book when it
comes to the catechumenate process.
Nick Wagner has been involved with this
process from its inception, and his book
is informative, humorous, and thoroughly
delightful to read. And he leaves nothing
out! A great resource for parish teams, RCIA
teams, and all interested in an excellent
introduction to the RCIA process.

144 pp | $16.95 | order 957101

Order Today!

Call 1-800-321-0411 or visit
www.23rdpublications.com

TWENTY ()
THIRD 2377"

PUBLICATIONS '

every step of the RCIA process

INTRODUCING
( (RN
: FOR

LEADERS

Kathleen Glavich, s

The Catholic Way to Pray
An Essential Guide for Adults
KATHLEEN GLAVICH, SND

This is the perfect resource for your catechumens and
candidates because it covers all aspects of prayer. It's a
great introduction to the meaning of prayer, its forms and
varieties, and to Jesus as a teacher of prayer. Excellent for
every member of your catechumenate team.

120 pp | $9.95 | order 957552

ALSO BY SR. KATHLEEN GLAVICH
Introducing Catholic Prayer

for RCIA Leaders
A Companion to The Catholic Way to Pray

Here Kathleen Glavich addresses comprehensive
questions from RCIA teams by focusing on the nature
of prayer, what Jesus taught about it, when and how
to pray, and difficulties in prayer. This is an essential
resource for all RCIA teams—a fundamental guide
for your catechumenate program.

224 pp | $19.95 | order 957569

[ SPECIAL OFFER!
The Catholic Way to Pray kit

One copy of Introducing Catholic Prayer
for RCIA Leaders and 10 copies of
The Catholic Way to Pray

Only $99.00

Mention code: 95RCIA

Source code: NAF910
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Continued from page 6

always for conversion of heart and life, for life in com-
munity that fosters living discipleship in Jesus Christ.
Thus the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA), in
its introductory paragraphs, wisely insists that “the initia-
tion of catechumens is a gradual process that takes place
WITHIN the community of the faithful” (RCIA para. 5,
empbhasis added). The Church community of parish and
diocese does not have to be perfect to do this. Those of
us who are parents know that parenting is on-the-job
training. We get better by doing, and the doing changes
us, enlarges our hearts and our talents. So too for our
communities of faith—our catechumens, in their hunger
for Christ among us, will help us learn the way!

A Community of Disciples

Through the Catechumenate the community of the bap-
tized is learning once again that all formation aims for
intimate relationship and communion with Jesus Christ.
And this is for the sake of Christ’s mission to bring this
broken world back to God. Neophytes have come
through the waters and anointing in the Spirit to be fed
at the table of the Lord for Christ’s “Garden-creating”
work in our families, neighbourhoods, and society as a
whole. This work of discipleship does not await the end
of the formation of new Christians. It is a constitutive
part of their catechumenal apprenticeship (see RCIA
para. 75: 2 & 4). So too for post-baptismal formation—
it must model at all times, and not simply toward the
end of some prescribed program, a living discipleship
that serves the Church’s outreach in fostering charity,
justice, and peace. All formation is about a way of life, of
kingdom-building, of being the Body of Christ broken
and poured out for the world and for its salvation. “God
so loved the world that...!”

A Community Immersed in Word

The indispensable source of all catechesis in Christian
formation, before and after initiation, is the Word of
God. For us as Catholics, this Word is never simply the
Scriptures as such. For us, this Word means both
Scripture and the living tradition of our community of
faith. It is the revealed Scriptures in dialogue over time
with a living, breathing, struggling-to-be-faithful
Christian people.

This Catholic understanding of the Word leads us to the
liturgical word, the Lectionary for Mass, as a privileged
means of pre-baptismal and post-baptismal catechesis.
This is how the Lectionary emerged—a result of the
labour of our ancestors in faith as they learned how to
make new Christians and to offer lifelong Christians
nurture and challenge for faithful living. In the liturgical
proclamation of the Scriptures on the Lord’s Day, the
God who longs for a covenant people comes among that
assembled people yet again to elicit their own deepest
longings for that garden kingdom. This is a real presence
and a decisive dialogue between God and us that calls us
to kingdom tasks in the week now beginning.

A Community Assembled

We who serve the pastoral ministries of the Church
know all too well its weaknesses, in some places its real
woundedness. In the United States and Canada, the sex-
ual abuse crisis has taught us anew to rely upon the
Church assembled for Sunday liturgy as a place of hope
and even sometimes healing. Through the
Catechumenate perhaps we are beginning to relearn the
depth our deep belief about Christ’s real and dynamic
presence in the liturgy. Inquirers knock on our doors
still, their numbers undiminished even since this crisis
came upon us. If we do nothing more than form our
catechumens to hunger for Christ really among us at
Eucharist, to bring their real lives, hurts, and terrors into
that people gathered, to reflect catechetically on and live
out the full implications of that experience faithfully in
the week that follows, have we not put them in touch
with the deepest source of ongoing formation for the rest
of their lives?

Would this not be a great task to set ourselves for the
formation of all our people? Our often modest Sunday
celebrations can renew in us a willingness to find there
hope and healing and ongoing food for catechesis and
discipleship. This is the ancient wisdom of our ancestors
in faith, the practice of liturgical catechesis renewed
among us now with the ingredients of our real lives in
touch with our longing Lord coming once again among

the People of the Garden.
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ROMAN
MISSAL  SECOND EDITION

978-1-56854-982-8 « Order code: URMTL2 $8.95

SECOND EDITION

confidently with
these invaluable

Bulk pricing available.

A11IFCU10

FROM BISHOP ROBERT FE. MORNEAU

A CONFIRMATION HANDBOOK

Together in the Spirit

. Celebrating and Living the
Sacrament of Confirmation
Robert F. Morneau

N ew. .I II Mike Grzeca

Young adult and adult confir-
mation candidates benefit from
the spiritual wisdom of lead-
ing pastoral figure and best-
selling author Bishop Robert
E. Morneau and Deacon Mike
Grzeca. This simple companion
for prayer, reflection, and per-
sonal growth enhances spiri-
tual preparation for and joyful
celebration of the sacrament,

ISBN: 9781594712302 / 128 pages / $4.95

It is ideal for use on retreats or in other settings during the prepa-
ration for Confirmation and contains all approved Lectionary
readings and other texts from the Rite of Confirmation.

View sample pages online at www.avemariapress.com

A.h ave maria press® - Notre Dame, IN 46556 - www.avemariopress.com » Ph: 800-282:1865

A Ministry of the Indiana Province of Holy Cross « www holycrossvocations.org

PROMO CODE: AS9091005NE

How are you preparing your parish
for the Revised Roman Missal?

-
TﬂT‘W'SED Understanding the Revised Mass Texts Leader's Edition

With the recent changes to the Missal, parish leadership will need to be prepared
to answer the questions of the assembly, the catechumens, and the support
staff. This insightful guide assists you in facilitating discussion about the changes
in the liturgy, with questions, activities, reflections, and Scripture references.

Prepare  Understanding the Revised Mass Texts

A simple, pastoral booklet, perfect for adult faith formation.

resources!  g75.1-56854-981-1 « Order code: URMT2 $1.25

Understanding the

Revised Mass Texts

EDITION

="
LA

Paul Turner

it matesial by Kathy Coffey

Leader’s Edition =*

“Awakening Vocation is not only a
clear and creative work of theology,
it is also a prophetic wake-up call.”

A Theology of 8 Sister Helen Prejean, CS]
Chran CHES 3 Author of Dead Man Walking

Awakening Vocation

A Theology of Christian Call
Edward P Hahnenberg

Does God have a specific plan for each of us, or is it more like general
guidelines for all of us? How do my gifts and abilities, my personality
and particular circumstances, impact my vocation? What is the role of
the church in this process? What are the needs of the world that call us
to respond?

Awakening Vocation explores these questions and breathes new life
into an ancient idea—rousing vocation from a centuries-long slumber.
Inspired by the broad and inclusive vision of the Second Vatican
Council, the book traces the history of Catholic reflection on vocation
and offers a constructive proposal for the present.
$978-0-8146-5389-0 Paperback, 304 pp., 6 x 9, $29.95 | eBook, $19.95 net

LITURGICAL PRESS 1-800-858-5450 » www.litpress.org
li =
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Forward in Hope: Saying AMEN to
Lay Ecclesial Ministry

part of the Church into which we initiate new

members; we need to understand it in order to

By Bishop Matthew H. Clark
Published by Ave Maria Press,
$11.95 (U.S.), 114 pages

Reviewed by Rita Ferrone

help our communities appreciate what it is, and

why it is valuable.

Enter Matthew Clark, Bishop
of Rochester in New York.
He has written a clear, acces-
sible, interesting little book
on lay ecclesial ministry. He
writes not as a sociologist or
Rita Ferrone journalist, but as a shep-
herd who has seen the

henomenon of lay eccle-
Everyone in the P ’

Catholic Church today

can benefit from learn-

sial ministry mature and
bear fruit in his own dio-

) ) cese over the course of
ing something about the

thi . Hi -
burgeoning field of lay ey years. TS person

al gifts, as a spiritual
ministry. More than & P
30,000 lay ecclesial minis-

ters are currently employed

director and a good lis-
tener, shine through in

his manner of present-
in the United States, as ine his subi tpH
ing his subject. He
pastoral ministers, parish 8 )

. . . includes not only his
life coordinators, and in

) own thoughts, but
many other crucial roles.

i ) also the witnesses of
Those who serve in the min-

o o five lay ministers
istries of Christian initiation

from his di .
will readily recognize this phe- om e IOC?SC

They speak simply
nomenon. Most catechume-

) . but eloquently of
nate teams in North America

their experiences
are led by lay persons, and the P ’
Rite of Christian Initiation of

Adults encourages a variety of

naming the chal-
lenges and
describing the

ministries. Lay ministry is now
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joy they find in their calling. I found that the chapters
written by them were highlights of the book, framed by
Bishop Clark’s excellent summaries of the issues involved

in this striking development.

Is lay ministry a stop-gap measure, something to fill the
gaps created by the priest shortage? Are lay ministers cre-
ating a “new clericalism” within the Church? Does lay
ministry undermine the priesthood and take the laity
away from their proper role directed toward service in
the world? These are some of the questions to which
Bishop Clark’s book gives a considered and circumspect
“No” while saying “AMEN” to lay ecclesial ministry as a
genuine work of the Spirit. Bishop Clark’s affirming
vision is solidly supported
by papal teaching and
Church documents, espe-
cially Co-workers in the
Vineyard of the Lord, a
document produced by
the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) in 2005 to
guide the development of

lay ministry.

the priesthood and take the laity away
[from their proper role directed toward

Bishop Clark sees lay
ministry as a decidedly
positive development,
which, along with the

other aspects of renewal

“Is lay ministry a stop-gap measure,
something to fill the gaps created by the
priest shortage? Are lay ministers creat-
ing a ‘new clericalism” within the

Church? Does lay ministry undermine

service in the world?”

flowing from the Second Vatican Council, is returning
the Church to her roots. The Church is a community of
many gifts and callings, all working together for the
reign of God. Indeed, one of the most helpful sections
of the book is his brief sketch of the history of ministry.
He explains that the system by which priests assumed all
ministerial functions was a late development more
reflective of the political systems of the time than of the

Gospel or apostolic tradition.

Lay ecclesial ministry is a growing phenomenon sure to

capture increasing attention in the years ahead. Bishop

Clark has done us a service in presenting this timely sub-

ject in such a caring and judicious manner. Forward in
Hope is a must-read for anyone,
lay or ordained, who cares

about the future of ministry.

Rita Ferrone is a liturgist and Forum
Team member who has worked with the
catechumenate for more than 20 years.
Rita is the author of On the Rite of
Election (Liturgy Training
Publications), and co-author of the
Foundations in Faith series (RCL
Benzinger). Her latest book, Liturgy:
Sacrosanctum Concilium, i the
Paulist series, Rediscovering Vatican 11,
won a Catholic Press Association award
in 2008. Rita is a frequent presenter at
workshops throughout the U.S. She lives
in Mount Vernon, New York.
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Introducing Catholic Prayer for
RCIA Leaders: A Companion to
the Catholic Way to Pray

By Kathleen Glavich, SND
Published by Twenty-Third
Publications, $19.95 (U.S.),
216 pages

Reviewed by Anne Walsh

published by Twenty-third in 2009. Sr. Kathleen is
a Sister of Notre Dame of Cleveland, Ohio, a well-
known and well-respected speaker and retreat direc-
tor, and the author of more than fifty books related

to spirituality and religious education. At present,

she ministers as a pastoral associate.

The Catholic Way to Pray addresses the questions

that many inquirers, catechuemens, neophytes, and

candidates have around
prayer: What is prayer? How
does God speak? Does God
answer prayer? Chapters
Anne Walsh explore topics such as how
to create an environment
conducive to prayer, vari-
“Lex orandi, lex eties and forms of prayer,

credendi... What

we pray is what we

and finding the best time
to pray. It addresses the
believe.” Introducing real and often ignored
Catholic Prayer for
RCIA Leaders will be
an invaluable
resource for RCIA

leaders as they walk

issue of challenges and
road-blocks to prayer.
The earlier chapters,
and their corresponding
chapters in Introducing
Catholic Prayer for
RCIA Leaders, might
be of particular
benefit to those who

with inquirers, cate-
chumens, neophytes,
and candidates in
plumbing the Church’s
storehouse of prayer and minister with folks in
belief. This book was
written by Sr. Kathleen
Glavich, SND and pub-
lished in 2009 by Twenty-
third Publications. It is
intended as a 216-page

the inquiry stage of
the journey.

Throughout the
chapters, the
author lays before

companion to her book, us a smorgasbord

The Catholic Way to Pray
(112 pages), which was also

of prayer forms,
including pray-
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ing with Scripture, the Eucharist, the Divine Office,
Lectio Divina, meditation, praying with art, praying
memories and more. She includes user-friendly intro-
ductions to Catholic devotions and prayers such as the
Rosary and other Marian devotions, the Stations of the
Cross, eucharistic devotions, and more.

The companion volume, Introducing Catholic Prayer for
RCIA Leaders, takes the questions and prayers explored
in the first book, expands on these and offers helpful
and practical tools for facilitators, assisting and empow-
ering us to lay before inquirers and catechumens our
and varied rich heritage of prayer.

In this volume and in its companion some of the most
helpful features are the grey-shaded boxes that periodi-
cally dot the landscape of both books. In Introducing
Catholic Prayer for RCIA Leaders, these boxes offer, for
example, stories, tips,
questions that may arise in
the minds and hearts of
participants related to the
topic at hand, and glos-
saries. Each chapter con-
cludes with suggestions for
activities related to the
focal point of the chapter.
These are a “gold mine”
for leaders and sponsors.
These grey-shaded boxes
contribute to the friendly
and inviting feel of the
books, and provide easy
points of re-entry when a
facilitator wishes to return
to a particular point.

“Each chapter concludes with suggestions
Sfor activities related to the focal point of
the chapter. These are a “gold mine” for
leaders and sponsors. These grey-shaded

boxes contribute to the friendly and
inviting feel of the books, and provide
easy points of re-entry when a facilitator

wishes to return to a particular point.”

A small and perennial concern is the use of the word
“program,” used throughout the text to refer to the Rize
of Christian Initiation of Adults. Related to this is the
suggestion, raised early in the work, of inviting in vari-
ous “presenters” to speak on prayer and lead inquirers,
catechumens and candidates through their exploration
of the various prayer forms. In my view, this resource is
much more appropriately used in a more “organic”
manner, not as a “teaching tool” for sessions on “how to
pray,” but rather used to assist RCIA team and individ-
ual sponsors in weaving prayer throughout the entire
RCIA process, and gradually exposing participants to
the rich storehouse of treasurers, old and new, that is
our heritage as Christians and as Catholics. It is my
sense that these companion resources will prove to be
invaluable elements of the resource library of many
RCIA team members and others. They are simple,
comprehensive, and accessible.

Anne Walsh is director of Adult Faith
Formation for the Archdiocese of St.
John's Newfoundland and is associated
with the Redemptorist community as a
lay missionary. A Forum Team member,
she holds advanced degrees in Religious
Education and Music Education and
has been involved in Christian initia-
tion as a parish catechist and diocesan
resource person since 1985. Anne has
pastoral ministry experience in various
settings, including youth and campus
ministry, and has facilitated courses,
workshops, and retreats in Canada, the
United States, and Europe.
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The North American Forum on the Catechumenate’s Pastoral Training Institutes provide ministers—volunteer and paid, full
and part-time, lay and clergy - with deeper understanding of the vision of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and the
fundamental and advanced skills to implement all aspects of the Rite and its implications for reconciliation. Institute leaders are
among North America’s most experienced pastoral ministers, licurgists, catechists, and theologians.

2010-2011 CALENDAR

THE INITIATION

EXPERIENCE INSTITUTES
present the compelling vision and pastoral skills to
implement the initiation process and emphasize the
relationship of good liturgy to good catechesis.

BEGINNINGS & BEYOND INSTITUTE

BEGINNINGS “PLUS” INSTITUTE

June 8-11, 2011, Diocese of Dallas (TX) - Spanish

June 8-11, 2011, Diocese of Dallas (TX ) - English

June 22-25, 2011, Diocese of Saginaw (MI) — with
focus on adults & children

July 28-31, 2011, Diocese of St. Augustine (FL) -
with focus on adults & children

August 4-7, 2011, Diocese of San Bernardino (CA) -
bilingual

BEGINNINGS INSTITUTE

October 15-17, 2010, Archdiocese of
New Orleans (LA)

November 4-6, 2010, Archdiocese of
St. Paul & Minneapolis (MN)

June 3-5, 2011, Archdiocese of
Santa Fe (NM) - Spanish

INITIATION IN RURAL
AND SMALL PARISHES

(Diocesan Events)

THE FOCUS ON

INITIATION INSTITUTES
concentrate on specific aspects of initiation using
presentations, celebrations of the rites, and small
group discussions. It is preferable that they follow
the Initiation Experience Institutes.

CATECHUMENATE

PURIFICATION AND ENLIGHTENMENT
October 29-30, 2010, Diocese of Rockville Centre

(NY)
MYSTAGOGY

CHILDREN AND CHRISTIAN INITIATION
November 5-6, 2010, Archdiocese of Cincinnati (OH)
March 29-30, 2011, Diocese of Trenton (NJ)

CONCERNING THE BAPTIZED
October 15-16, 2010, Diocese of Charlotte (NC)
August 22-23, 2011, Diocese of Albany (NY)

THE INITIATING

COMMUNITY INSTITUTES
explore advanced issues of implementation for expe-
rienced ministers as they broaden the initiation expe-
rience to include the entire community. Small
groups discuss, share, and critique models.

DEVELOPING THE MINISTRIES

FURTHERING THE
INITIATION EXPERIENCE

PRAYING THE RITES
ECHOING GOD’S WORD

IMAGING THE INITIATION PROCESS
IN SMALL CHURCH COMMUNITIES

AMBASSADORS OF CHRIST:

BUILDING RECONCILING

COMMUNITIES
explores the ministry of reconciliation - invites
participants to reflect on the vision and process of
conversion and reconciliation - explores an
understanding of a reconciling community rooted in
initiation @ examines present processes and future
possibilities for reconciling ministry in the parish

THE VISION OF INITIATION
MINISTRY CONFERENCES
(Diocesan Events)
introduce the vision and practice of initiation in a
two-day format for individual dioceses, formation
institutions, and religious communities. For clergy
and other pastoral ministers, together or in separate
conferences.
October 2-3, 2010, Diocese of Metuchen (NJ) -
Spanish
August 12-13, 2011, Diocese of Fresno (CA) -
Bilingual
October 17-18, 2011, Diocese of Yakima (WA)

THE EVANGELIZING PARISH:
VISION, PASSION, PRACTICE
develops the vision and practice of evangelization
and how this creates parishes of mission
Evangelizing Parish Institutes
October 22-23, 2010, Diocese of Manchester (NH)
November 12-13, 2010, Diocese of Memphis (TN)
December 3-4, 2010, (bilingual) Diocese of
Palm Beach (FL)
September 16-17 & 23-24, 2011 Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Girardean (MO)
September 30-October 1, 2011, Diocese of
Prince Albert (Saskatchewan)
November 4-5, 2011, Archdiocese of Mobile (AL)
Evangelizing Parish Conferences
March 4-5, 2011, Lake Geauga District, Diocese
of Cleveland (OH)
August 12-13, 2011, Diocese of Fresno (CA) -
bilingual

WEBINARS
February 15, 2011, 2pm EDT, RCIA with Children

& Implications for All Sacramental Initiation
with Children

TO BE DETERMINED
Archdiocese of Atlanta (GA)
Diocese of Baton Rouge (LA)
Diocese of Calgary (AB)
Diocese of Charlottetown (Prince Edward Island)
Archdsocese of Denver (CO)
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston (TX)
Diocese of Rockville Centre (NY)
Archdiocese of St. John's (Newfoundland)
Archdiocese of St. Louis (MO) — in house institute
Archdiocese of San Francisco (CA)
Diocese of Tucson (AZ)
Diocese of Venice (FL) — in house institute
Archdiocese of Washington (DC)

The North American Forum on the Catechumenate

™)

125 Michigan Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20017-1004
(202) 884-9758 * Fax (202) 884-9747 ¢+ E-mail: info@naforum.org

Check our website www.naforum.org for the latest calendar and resource updates




