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The above image of St Paul is based 
on a 9r  century manuscript f rom the 
Monastery of St Gall, believed to be 
one of the earliest depictions of St Paul. 

On June 28, 2007, His 
Holiness Pope Benedict XVI 
announced officially, a special 
Jubilee Year to the Apostle 
Paul, from June 28, 2008 to 
June 29, 2009. This Pau l i ne  
Yea r  c e l eb ra t es  t he  
bimillenium of Paul's birth. 

On the Eve of the Solemnity of 

the Ho l y  Apost l es  Pe ter  and  
Paul ,  ce l ebrated on June 
28,  2007, Pope Benedict XVI 
stated in his homily at Vespers: 
"Dear brothers and sisters, as in 
early times, today too Christ needs 
apost les ready to sacri f ice 
t h e m s e l v e s .  H e  n e e d s  
witnesses and martyrs like St. 
Paul. Paul, a former violent 
persecutor of Christians, when he 
fell to the ground dazzled by the 
divine light on the road to 
Damascus, did not hesitate to 
change sides to the Crucified 
One and followed him without 
second thoughts. He lived and 
worked for Christ, for him he 
suffered and died. How timely is his 
example today! And for this 
r e a s o n  I  a m  p l e a s e d  t o  
announce officially that we shall be 
dedicating a special Jubilee Year 
to the Apostle Paul from 28 June 
, 2008 to 29June , 2009 o n  t h e  
o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e

 

 



bimillenium of his birth, which 
historians have placed between the 
years 7 and 10 AD. It will be 
possible to celebrate this 
'Pauline Year' in a privileged 
w a y  i n  R o m e  w h e r e  t h e  
sarcophagus which, by the 
unanimous opinion of experts and 
an undisputed tradition, preserves 
the remains of the A p o s t l e  
P a u l ,  h a s  b e e n  preserved 
beneath the Papal Altar of this 
Basil ica for 20 centuries." 

St. Paul was raised as a Jew. He 
wa s  a  memb e r  o f  t h e  J ew i s h  
Diaspora (Jews who lived outside of 
Jewish territory). He was originally 
named Saul. He was born in 
Tarsus in Cilicia (now part of 
Turkey). As a youth he was 
exposed to both the Jewish and 
Hellenistic worlds. His wr i t i ng s  
d emons t r a t e  a  d eep  
understanding of Greek 
Philosophy and famil iari ty with 
the various aspects of urban life 
(economics, politics. sport and 
culture). 

A s  an adu l t  Pau l  t ook  pa r t  i n  
persecuting the Christians. 
Saul changed his name to Paul  
after experiencing a vision of Jesus 
on the road to Damascus, around 
the year 34. He turned from 
persecuting Christians and 
became one of the early Church's 
leading evangelizers. Paul was 
known as the Apostle of the 
Gentiles because he preached 
across the vast Mediterranean lands 
and helped move the early church 
into the larger world. Paul made four 
missionary journeys from 
Jerusalem to Rome. where he was 
finally put to death by Roman 
authorities. 

Pope Benedict cited the apostle's 

conversion as relevant to 
Christians of every age. We today, 
are open to that kind of life-changing 
experience, which is always based on 
a personal encounter with Jesus. 

Paul lived, worked, suffered and 
died for Christ. The cross is at the 
center of all that Paul does. He 
teaches us how to deal with 
suffering, hardships a n d  g r i e f  i n  
o u r  l i f e .  P a u l  e x p e r i e n c ed  
i t  a l l :  r e j e c t i o n  shipwreck, 
imprisonment and even martyrdom. 
Paul's interior struggles offer us 
encouragement and strength to face 
our own struggles. 

The Year of Paul- offers a chance 
for Catholics to focus more 
attention on the Bible. Saint 
Jerome said. The Word of God, 
drawn from the knowledge of the 
Scriptures. is “real food and real drink". 
Parishes can promote biblical reading 
and study throughout this Jubilee 
Year. In Paul's first letter to the 
Corinthians, we read. 'Woe to me if I 
do not preach the Gospel”.- 

Another key element in celebrating 
St. Paul is love of the Eucharist. 
St. Paul has given us the image of 
'the body of Christ- to show how 
the C h u r c h  i s  a  c o m m u n i o n  
o f  individuals with specific gifts. 

Over the course of the Jubilee Year. 
parishes could promote study of: 
1.  Pope John Paul II’s 
apostolic letter Dies Domini 1998 
2.  Pope John Paul 's encyclical 
Ecclesia de Eucharistic 2003 
3. Pope Benedict XVI's post-synodal 
apostolic exhortation Sacramenturn 
Caritatis. 
 
T h e s e  d o c u m e n t s  m a y  b e  
downloaded @ www.Vatican.va 



P a r i s h e s  a r e  e n c o u r ag e d  t o  
c e l eb ra t e  t he  Feas t  o f  
Sa in t  Stephen, First Martyr 
(Dec. 26, 2 008) ,  a nd  t he  
Feas t  o f  t h e  Conversion of 
Saint Paul the Apostle (January 
25"7). The Prayers of the Faithful, 
on these days. could reflect a call 
to more vibrant missionary work 
in the world today 

The Cross. Bible. Eucharist and 
missionary work are but a few 
themes for celebrating the Jubilee 
Year. 

The great French historian Henri 
Daniel-Rops summarized Paul 's 
charism in this way: 
-How close he seems to us. this man 
whom the divine Light struck down 
on the road to Damascus - defeated. 
yet through his very defeat. 
overwhelmed by a profound 
anticipation of Grace – for, after all, 
we ourselves are still treading that 
same Damascus road today! He is, 
after Jesus. the most vivid and 
complete of all the New Testament 
figures. the man whose face we can 
visual ize most c learly... And 
whenever we listen to the least 
important of his sayings. We 
recognize that tone of unforgettable 
confidence attainable only by those 
who have risked their all.  

Paul is one of the four pillars of the 
early Church. James (head of the 
Church in Jerusalem) represents 
the tradition. Peter, the central 
authority, John symbolizes love, 
and Paul represents the 
missionary spirit of the Church. 
 
St. Paul  i s the most prominent 
p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  N e w  
Tes t ament ,  a pa r t  f r om Jesus  
h i m s e l f .  T h i r t e e n  o f  t h e  2 7  
books  o f  t he  New Tes t ament  
bear his name. Al l  of them are 

letters. Much of what we know 
about  Pau l  comes  f rom these  
r e ma r ka b l e  w r i t t en  s o u r c e s ,  
supplemented  by s tor ies  f rom 
t he  A c t s  o f  t h e  A p o s t l e s ,  i n  
which Paul  f igures prominently 
in the second half (chapters 9-
28). 

These are the only two sources 
for Paul 's l i fe. Biblical  scholars 
h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  p i e c e  
together  the bas i c  out l i ne  o f  
Paul's life, using Paul's letters as 
t h e  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  o f  
information, s ince they are the 
f i r s t -person  accounts .  Ac ts  i s  
u s e d  t o  c o m p l e m e n t  a n d  
supplement that information, 

RESOURCES 

Year of Saint Paul Leaflets: @ 
www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Resources/
Scripture prepared to offer a 
brief introduction to the letters 
of St. Paul as heard at Sunday 
Mass. They are intended for  
both readers and members of 
the liturgical assembly to help 
them appreciate the context of  
the second reading and 
encourage a greater familiarity 
with St. Paul's writings. 



Holy Hour Liturgy 
http://www.usccb.org/liturgy/stpaul/holyhour.shtml 

DVD Movies 
1. Paul the Apostle - the Bible 

Collection - Good Times 
Publishing (www.pauline.org) 

2. Paul: Contending For the 
Fa i th-Ignat ius  Press  90 mins . 
(http:www.Ignatius.com) 

3. Apostle Paul and the 
Earliest Church -  Pau l ine  

Book  S to re  (www.pauline.org) 
48 mins. 

Books 
1. Saint Paul Called to 
Conversio: A Seven-day Retreat 
$12.95 
http://www.americancatholic.org 

2. Letters of Saint Paul 57.95 

www.Pauline.org  

3. Saint Paul the Thirteenth 
Apostle 57.95 

www.Pauline.org 

4. St. Paul: Jubilee year of the 
Apostle Paul Edition - A Bible 
Study Guide. www.OSV.com  

Catholic Update 
This is an excellent. affordable. 
resource for parishes and may 
be ordered on line P. 
www.americancatholic.org/News 
letters/CU/ac0708.asp 
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Price: $0.55 

Bulk Prices (per copy) 

1000 or more: $0.14 
5OO to 999: $0.17 
300 to 499: $0.22 
200 to 299: $0.28 

    100 to 199: $0.33 
     10 to 99: $0.39 

Prayer Cards 
The following prayer card made 
be downloaded free or 
purchased. 50 cards - 59.95 
@ www.osv.com  

PRAYER 

Glorious St. Pau! 
Most zealous Apostle, 

Martyr for the love of Christ. 
Give us a deep faith. 

A steadfast hope. 
A burning love for our Lord; 

So that we can proclaim with you. 
"It is no longer I who live. but 

Christ who lives in me." 

Help us to become apostles 
Serving the Church with a pure 

heart. 

Witnesses to her truth and beauty 
Amidst the darkness of our days. 

With you we praise God. our 
Father: 

"To Him be the glory. in the Church 
and in Christ. now and forever.' 

Amen. 
(Our Sunday Visitor) 



Resources of the "Year Of Paul" 

The following  can be downloaded for distribution in the 
parishes throughout the "Year of Paul": 

www. liturgyoffice.org.uk/Resources/Scripture 

Year of St Paul leaflets 
• Philemon (pdf) — 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C 
• 1 & 2 Timothy (pdf) — 24-30 Sundays in Ordinary Time, Year C 
• 2 Thessalonians (pdf) — 31-33 Sundays in Ordinary Time, Year 

C 

• Titus (pdf) Christmas Day 
• 1 Corinthinians (psf) — Year A: 2-8, Year 8: 2-6, Year C: 2-8 

Sundays in Ordinary Time 

• Romans (pdf) — 9-24 Sundays in Ordinary Time, Year A 
• Philippians — 25-28 Sundays in Ordinary Time, Year A 
• 1 Thessalonians — 29-33 Sundays in Ordinary Time 

• 2 Corinthians — in preparation 
• Ephesians — in preparation 
• Galatians — in preparation 
• Colossians — in preparation 


